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Welcome to Everyone

We welcome everyone to SOCCS, whether you are a returning family or a new
family-we hope your stay with us will be enjoyable and exciting.

We are very a very busy centre (as you probably most know by now) and take part
in many activities throughput the year and we hope to see all involved in some way
or other. We have a team of 20 staff members, 81 children that attend per day and
overall about 140 families. With such a busy centre, we always need
parents/grandparents to help with many activities for example; joining us on
excursions, sports programs, dying eggs, fixing small things, taking part in
multicultural festivities etc. If you have some time to offer, please see the Directors
Mirna or Mandy or your child’s room leader. SOCCS has an Open Door Policy and
parents are welcomed at the centre at any time this can be organised with your
child’s room leader.

To everyone that is not aware Mandy Goff and Mirna Ayoub job share the Directors’
role. Mandy is Director every Wednesday & Thursday and Mirna is Director every
Monday, Tuesday & Friday (Mirna works in the 2-3's on Wednesdays & Thursdays).

Jenny (administrator) works in the office Monday thru to Friday.
Signing Your Child In and Out

It is very important that you sign your child in and out on the days he/she attends.
This helps staff account for each child in any given situation when they can see that
your child has been signed in and out. Please make it your responsibility to ensure

this happens.

Year of the Tiger

On the 14™ of February was the Chinese New Year. This year it is the ‘Year of the

Tiger’. We wish all our families that celebrate this festival a very happy new year.
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Department of Community Services (DoCS) Unannounced Visit

On Thursday 4™ February 2010 we had a Department of Community Services representative do a ‘spot check’ on the centre. This
is whereby a representative comes to the centre unannounced and goes through some parts of the NSW Regulations for
Children’s Services and ensures we are following correct procedure and abiding by all of the regulations. This can sometimes be
an anxious time for all staff however the centre is going well and there were only a few minor things we needed to alter. A couple
of examples were: we needed to change the ‘emergency fire drill’ evaluation form and the medication sheets that both families
and staff complete. These have now been changed. The spot visits can happen any time and they are to ensure all centres and

following the regulations. It is a positive thing for child care.

Outdoor Yard Renovation

Over the last year we started looking into reconstructing the outdoor environment. We would like the outdoor area to reflect the
Centre’s Philosophy so it creates a more natural, curious and explorative area for children. The staff have started to gather
information and photographs of things that they believe would be valuable for the outdoor play area. We, the Directors have
worked closely with the Parent Management Committee in regards to their ideas and plans for the centre, the children and
families. We have also brought this to Strathfield Councils attention as we would like their support during this process. We are
now at the stage of working with an architect to begin with architectural design. Once the design is complete we will display it in
the foyer area for families to look at and make any comments. When we are ready to commence construction we will do it in
stages so the children will still have a safe outdoor area to play in.

The Parent Management Committee have looked at the budget very carefully and approved some money to be spent on much
needed resources for the centre. We are going to get a new shed built prior to purchasing the equipment so we have enough
room for storage. We then plan to knock down the old cubby house in the main yard area (2-5’s) as it is very old and the timber
is beginning to deteriorate. The children love to play in the cubby house so we will definitely plan to have another one in the new
design of the outdoors.

The staff will talk to the children about our great plans and keep them updated in what’s happening so they are aware of the
changes that will be occurring.

If you can provide any assistance we would appreciate it. Please see the Directors, Mirna or Mandy.
Incursion

Stories in the Shade of a Tree - Wednesday 24" March at 10.30am (45mins)

Internet Banking

An option for paying your fees is via the internet; a transfer of funds from your bank account into SOCCS’s bank account. Below
are the account details:

BSB Number: 062180

Account Number: 00902843

Account Name: Strathfield One Stop Child Care Service Incorporated (SOCCS)

Reference/Description: You child’s full name
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Parent Library and Resource Shelves

In the foyer (main entrance) there is a Parent Library. The library consists of a variety of books for parents to borrow for a
certain period of time and then returning them back to SOCCS. We believe this is a great way for parents to gain additional

knowledge. We also have brochures and pamphlets that you can take home which may be of interest to you and answer

questions that you may have.

Join the Parent Management

SOCCS has a voluntary parent committee, currently of 5 parents, that is elected annually at the Annual General Meeting. We are
seeking interest from parents for the 2009/2010 parent committee. The committee meets monthly to discuss any issues and
make any decisions.

Although being on the Parent Committee is a serious role, we also have fun. Joining the Parent Committee enables you to make
vital decisions about your child’s centre and you can get to know other parents. The Committee consists of a President, Vice
President & Staff Liaison Officer, Treasurer, Social Co-ordinator, Secretary & Committee Members.

If you are interested in joining and please see Mandy or Mirna

Attachments

* The drafted new “Fees Policy”. Please be aware that we have added "9am-3pm Care (The Wombats’ Preschool) to this
Policy. It states that “When you enroll your child for the 4th term, the 2 week notification of termination will not apply”.
This is a change to the fees policy and if you would like to comment, please do and give it back to the office.

e The SOCCS Multi - Cultural Policy

e Child Restraints: The new Child Restraint Regulations from 1st March 2010 and frequently asked questions

e Blind and Curtain Cords: Safety of these. NSW Fair Trading is having a Check and Fix Your Blind and Curtain Cord
campaign. There have been over 15 tragedies related to blind and curtain cords in Australia since the early 1990s (some
as recent as August and October 2009). Although this does not sound like many in such a long period of time, prevention
is the answer! You would never want to be the family of the child in the case study below:

“"An 18-month-old child was placed in a cot to have a sleep. The child woke up and played with looped cords alongside the
cot. The child became entangled in the cords and eventually became tired and sat down in the cot. The cords strangled the
child and the child could not be revived”

Strathfield One Stop Child Care Service

A2 Fraser Street

P.O. Box 4135

Homebush NSW 2140
Phone/Fax: (02) 9763 5020

E-mail: soccs@bigpond.net.au

Visit our Website http://www.strathfieldonestop.com/index.htm
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Reminders:

-Please ensure that you provide
your child with a clean, clearly
labelled bottle or cup filled with
water each day.

-Please ensure that every item your
child brings to S.0.C.C.S is clearly
labelled with their name (including
bottles, lids, hats, spare clothing,
nappies and shoes).

-If your child is booked in for a
short day care session (either 8-4
or 9-4) please ensure that you
provide them with enough nappies

to last through the day.

News from the Joeys

The last month and a half has flown by in the Little Joeys room and we are astounded
that we are almost at the end of February already! As this is our first newsletter report for
2010 we would like to say a big “welcome” to all of our new children and families as well
as a big “welcome back” to those returning from last year. Already 2010 is shaping up to

be a wonderful year!

By now you are probably aware that there have been some staffing changes within
S.0.C.C.S since last year. The Little Joeys said farewell to Belinda and although we miss
her we hope she is having a wonderful time in the Wombats room. We were also very
excited to welcome Natalie into our room from January this year. Natalie is doing a

wonderful job and has slipped seamlessly into her new role in our Little Joeys staff team.

Throughout January the main focus in our room was on welcoming and settling our new
friends as well as building friendships amongst all of our children. With so many unique
individuals in our group staff have been working hard to identify each child’s interests so
that we could plan inviting play experiences that facilitate their learning. We have
transformed a whole section of our room into a jungle in response to a strong interest in
wild animals expressed by several children in our class. The resources in this area have
been chosen to inspire children’s imaginations, support their quest for more knowledge
surrounding this topic, promote social interactions between children, and foster early

literacy skills.

On Wednesday 10th February all of the S.0.C.C.S classes joined together to celebrate
Chinese New Year. We were treated to an amazing lion dance performance at the centre.
The Little Joeys were intrigued by the dramatic music and the beautiful lion. Some of our
children were eager to get up close to the action whilst others preferred to watch from
afar. This was a wonderful opportunity for everyone to gain a glimpse into this special
aspect of Chinese culture and to interact with members of the broader local community. If
you have an ideas for other visitors or excursions we could arrange for our children please

let us know!

To all of our families: You may have noticed a section in our Daily Journal entitled ‘Parent
Input’. Please take the time to jot down your thoughts about how your child’s experiences
at S.0.C.C.S relate to their life outside of the centre. By sharing your insights and
understanding of your child we will be able to organise our environment and play

experiences to better suit their individual needs, interests and experiences.

Love Rachel, Nat, Sophia and Geetha.
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News from the Kookaburras

Welcome to our first news in 2010. Most of our children seem settled well in care and are now enjoying their time in the
Kookaburras room. Only a few of the children are in the process of settling down in care and we are working on it with families to
make it as smooth as possible. To achieve this we would suggest that you:

Drop off your child early in the morning to give them enough time to become familiar with the new environment, routine and
possibly get the opportunity to be involved in available play areas in the morning.

Make drop off time as short as possible with the children that are still unsettled; give them a cuddle, assure them that you are
coming back, say goodbye and leave. This will help shorten the stress time and assist the child in turning to a carer to trust.
Please call us if you have any concerns during the day. Also you can stay longer at pick up time to share the play environment
with your child and discuss his/ her day with the carers.

Our Aims

At the moment our main aim is settling all the children in care and finding out about their interests. Our observations at the
moment show that our children are interested in music and dancing, writing and using writing tools, puzzles and sensory play
such as play dough and creative arts. We are going to use these interests in planning for children’s learning and extending their
communication skills, relationships and environmental awareness. This will assist us in achieving our main curriculum goals
including belonging, being and becoming. These aims will be explained further in our future newsletters.

Staff

Mimi who is a permanent staff member in Kookaburras room is back from her holiday and we welcome her with open arms.
Thank you to Kazal, Belinda and Kristen who replaced Mimi and assisted us during this crucial time. Our team members include
Mirna, Sue, Mimi and Tania. Please do not hesitate to talk to team members if you need. Thank you to all the parents for being so
patient when we had casual staff working in the room during Mimi’s annual leave.

Sue will be on annual leave from 11th to 23rd March 2010. Kristen, a regular casual, will replace Sue during this time.
Reminders:

e Our children need to have their own labeled sheets. Please make sure to bring sheets for the beds each week. These are to
be placed in the enviro bag (located along the back window sill) that has been marked with your child’s name. These
sheets need to be collected at the end of the week for washing.

* Please make sure that your child’s entire belongings including their sheets, hat, spare clothes, drinking bottle, bags and
any other items are clearly labeled with their name.

* According to the centre’s Sun Protection Policy children are required to wear a hat, sunscreen and appropriate clothing
when playing outside. Please bring a hat for your child and apply sunscreen on your child in the morning. The staff will
reapply sunscreen on the children in the afternoon.

* We would love to hear your comments in regards to our program. Please use the parent feedback section in our daily
journal to write your comments, ideas and any interests your child has developed at home. This will help us to provide a

better learning environment for your children.

Sue, Mimi, Mirna, Tania.
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News from the Koalas

Welcome to all of our old and new Koalas and their families. We'd like to wish you all a "*Happy New Year” for 2010. Here’s a peak
view of what we've been up to in the Koalas’ Room. Some of our new Children are still getting used to the new environment and
routines in their new room and some have warmed up to it very quickly. The little pioneers of our room are doing a great job of
looking after their new friends by “showing the ropes” so to speak. The Koalas have been very busy participating in many various
activities and routines in all areas of our program that has been facilitated to develop many life skills such as: thinking,
creativity, social, language, mathematical concepts, fine-motor, gross-motor, respect, communication (verbal and non-verbal),
literature, music and movement, rules, cause and effect, aesthetic awareness and so on.

As many of you may have noticed the Koalas were involved in a Dinosaur Project and from it has stemmed many activities that
have taught many skills such as: exploration, building concepts, asking questions, investigating, communicating, making
inferences, predicting, hypothesising and so on. Some of our work is displayed in our room and the rest can be viewed in our
“Project File”. Group projects and learning centres in our room is one way to encourage our Koalas to interact, socialise and start
conversations, which will enable them to develop competence in Language, Thinking, Problem-solving, Exploring, Investigating,
Making Sense Of Their World and so on .

We have also celebrated specials occasions such as:

AUSTRALIA DAY: Children practised the ™ Australian National Anthem” (we are continuing to practise so the words can be
committed to memory). Listened and danced to a special "DINKY DIE” CD, showed respect to the ‘Aboriginal culture’ through
discussions using books and other props, discussed about the Australian Flag, made cards and conducted group time discussions
on what Australia meant to individual children (The Koalas reflected their thoughts through a group drawing as well). Some of our
work is still displayed in our room and we might continue to do so as long as we can (may have to take off some of our posters to
display new work) as we feel it's good to see what we’ve been up to throughout the year (like a trip back into memory lane in the
future).

VALENTINE’S DAY: Children made cards and copies of two recipes (desserts) were added as a gift to the children’s families. The
Koalas also did lots of colouring as well.

CHINESE NEW YEAR: The Koalas have participated in discussions about the Chinese New Year with the help of pictures, posters
and other artefacts. The Koalas’ have also observed and compared the Maps and Flags of Australia and China, enabling them to
visually discriminate them and gain details of shapes, colours and size. Children have also participated in creative art activities
such as colouring (‘Year Of The Tiger’), creative movement for Chinese instrumental music, pretend play in the home-corner area
with oriental utensils, learning Chinese songs (copies of two songs are displayed in our room), looking at Chinese food, making
spring rolls, dressing-up in traditional Chinese clothes and having a special party with both Australian and Chinese party food.
The highlight of our celebration was actually watching the “Lion Dance” (our posters on the Chinese New Year celebration is

displayed in our room).

Celebrating and learning about special events as seen above has enabled our Koalas to develop concepts about our multicultural
society and develop a sense of belonging and being a part of a group. This also helps children to build a sense of identity
(children begin to recognise that they have the right to belong to many communities). These sorts of experiences are also aimed
to encourage the Koalas to become curious and enthusiastic participants in their learning.

(Outcome: 2 and 4: refer to ‘Appendix Z’ in this news letter).
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Importance Of Rules: Our Koalas have also discussed about indoor and outdoor rules and the importance of safe play and trying
to do the right thing so that others are respected and are influenced to follow positive behaviours as well. This sort of teaching
seems to be working as some of the Koalas’ are able to reflect on their actions and consider consequences for others. This is
quite evident during discussions when some of our Koalas repeat statements like “if you are silly then others will copy you and
if you are good then others will copy you too” (outcome 1, 2 and 3 : refer to ‘Appendix Z’ in this news letter). Our rules are
displayed in our room on a chart.

Individual Support: throughout the day we encourage and support individual children in developing their self help skills such a :
toileting, eating, dressing, positive hygiene practices, communicating, reminding, rest-time routines, sun-safety and so on. We
try very hard throughout our program to encourage children to be confident, independent and happy human beings (outcome:
1).

Appendix Z :

(These outcomes were taken from Australia’s first national Early Years Learning Framework : '‘Belonging ,Being and

Becoming’)

Outcome 1: children have a strong sense of identity :

-children learn to interact in relation to others with care, empathy and respect.

-children feel safe, secure and supported.

Outcome 2: children are connected with and contribute to their world :

- children develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities and an understanding of the reciprocal rights and
responsibilities necessary for active participation.

Outcome 3: children have a strong sense of wellbeing :

- children become strong in their social and emotional well being.

- children take increase responsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing.

Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners :

- children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, creativity, commitment, enthusiasm,
persistence, imagination and reflexivity.

Reminders :

* Sheets for rest time: please make sure that your child brings their own sheets for rest time each week as this is part of our
routine and they get quite upset when they need to use the centre blankets.

* Pick-up time: If your child is being picked up by someone other than you (even if this person is on the emergency list) then
please make sure you let one of your child’s classroom teachers know to avoid any confusion. This will enable pickup time to run
smoothly. Please make sure that friends and family members know about our centre policy about picking up a child and the
importance of showing some form of identification (e.g. Driver’s license) or waiting patiently for the staff to take the appropriate
action until they feel it is safe to let the child go. Please remember that sometimes the staff may not remember a face if they
have not seen the person for awhile and its part of their job to make sure they take the appropriate precautions to make sure the
child is safe.

Please make sure when your child is picked up that he/she is encouraged to say ‘bye’ to one of their teachers or -careers
before leaving as this is good practice to being safe.

Finally we like to thank our parents for their support and appreciation always.

With warm regards,

Shivanthi, Rejina and Julie (Julie works in our room every Fridays, replacing Rejina as Rejina only works four days).
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News from the Wombats (Pre-School)

Welcome to the Wombats’ room! Yes that is the name by which our preschoolers are known.

During these first weeks we have had the pleasure of welcoming many new children and their
families as well as renewing old friendships which were established last year and even earlier,
with little brothers and sisters of former preschoolers joining us.

Our new staff team of Kazal (from the Koalas’ room), Belinda (from the Nursery) and myself
are only too happy to explain our routines and programme and to answer any queries or
concerns you may have in this settling period. Please remember- should a more in-depth

interview be required, a mutually convenient time can be arranged.

During this first semester our priority is to settle our children happily into their new
environment, to help them to become familiar with the staff members and with the daily
routines. We place emphasis on encouraging them to become independent and to develop their
self-help skills.... DO let your little ones assist you in putting their belongings- backpacks, bed
linen, drink bottles, lunch and morning tea containers- in the correct places each morning and
PLEASE- to help prevent loss and confusion we ask that ALL clothing, underwear, shoes, socks,

hats, bags and food/drink containers be CLEARLY LABELLED with your child’s name.

We are looking forward to a happy and rewarding year of working together, guiding your
children towards learning through a curriculum connected to their everyday lives and interests,
in a warm, stimulating environment, to which resources will be added or changed to extend

these interests.

With love,

Toni, Kazal and Belinda, with the help of Robbie and Ambiga.

Page 8



S.0.C.C.S. Monthly Newsletter February 2010

Feedback for Fees Policy

Feedback for Multicultural Policy

Update Contact Details, Emergency Number etc

It is vital that we have all updated contact details at all times. Sometimes families move, change jobs and forget to tell us. It is
important to inform us of any changes so that we are able to contact you when necessary. If any of your details have changed
including contact numbers, addresses, and/ or emergency pick-up people, please complete the slip below, cut it out and return it

to SOCCS immediately.

Name of child:

Address:
Phone Number/s: (W)

(H)
(Mobile)

Emergency contact people and nhumbers:
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